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Dedicated to Roger Patterson..... 


А Foreword by Kelly Shaefer 


Piece of Time- 7715 was a turning point for us as writers, being that tt was one of 
the last 2 we wrote before heading into the studio, and it really was experimental 
and unique, certainly for a genre that was not yet born. It really started 
showcasing the instrumental independence of each member of the band, 

leading the way was the rhythm section of Patterson/Flynn coming to Ше. 


Unholy War- One of our fastest and most brutal tunes, we were quite proud of 
the ferocity at the time of this track. Technically tt consisted mostly of speed, 
and abrupt stops and starts. But 1t also has an interesting mid-section...some 
cool harmonies...but mostly foot to throat to the end! 


Room with a View- One of my favs from this record, rt has a wealth of 
interesting twists and turns, and Roger really had a lot of amazing stuff through 
the entire song. Starting with the bass break 1n the earlv part of the song, that 
became something we liked to do, as in my opinion, his bass lines were so 
interesting Just by themselves that I loved to pull the guitars away and hear just 
the bass and drums , and then when the guitars do come back in its so powerful. 
Ёспе harmonies fly through this tune as well, and I love rich textures of guitars. 
Multiple picking patterns that were new to us at the time came again as a result 
of the difficulty of some of Roger Patterson s rifts, и required us to approach 
things from a far more orquestral direction. The riffs апа end section of this 
song came from some of our oldest гїї together. I believe some actually 
appeared іп the song Brain Damage from our early demos. A weird combo of 
immature riffing and futuristic experimentation. 


On They Slay- We wrote this when we were 16 yrs. old so it bears the obvious 
simplicity of kids learning how to play together and write songs from the 
inspiration of our heroes. Tons of speed, and a great mid tempo break down, 
this song 15 still in our set to this day. Probably the easiest song to play, but also 
one of the fun ones that doesn't require such concentration live, just brutal good 
ames! 


Beyond- 7718 one opens with one of my favorite riffs, triplet picking ІП 
coordination with the bass drums makes it machine like. And while 1 ^s maybe 
not that impressive by today’s standards, 1t was an interesting approach for the 
time. Beyond was one of the combos of brutality and flair, and speed, closer to 
our early roots than our future. 


I Deny- Му fav on this album, truly Roger Patterson’s most shining moments on 
this album bass wise. I remember the frustration me and Rand had trying to 
figure out what we were to do with that opening riff. To play rt literally as Roger 
was 1t would not sound right. So inadvertently и caused те to write parts 
‘around his bass Іше rather than following it, and for us this would prove to be 
the template for our future. Arrpegiated single note patterns through the verses, 
with multiple picking patterns galore...1t was really a turning point for us. 


Why Bother? Very ordinary in comparison to the other Atheist tunes, this 1s 
one of my least fav on Ше album. Typical thrashy riffing and muted picking. 
We were again still learning how to play, and so there are few glorious notes for 
this one. 


Life- Lots of Speed and minimal level of difficulty, so long as you have your 
picking speed up to par 


No Truth- Last but not least, another fav, this was among the first with Rand 
and Roger fully utilized in their talents. We were excited about the opening part 
which Rand had and we combined it with the verse part that I had and just filled 
in the blanks with a bunch of goodies riff wise. 


Note from the Author: 


Piece Of Time 1s undoubtedly one of the albums you must hear before you die, 
whether you like metal or not. This album broke boundaries (and necks head 
banging to odd-time signatures). It is the genesis of what would become 
progressive death metal or extreme metal as Kelly likes to сай it. This book 18 
done for the guitarists, young ог old, who want to give one more step to there 
playing, technically and theoretically. Also to those guitarists who always wanted 
to play these songs but can t find the time to learn them by ear. Make sure to 
warm up well before playing these songs....you might get hurt. 
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